Set 6: Short Film & Online News Article

Text 1: ‘Turtle journey’ animated short film
Watch the video found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQB4RAZVMf4 
[image: ]
Questions for Text 1:
1. How do the creators of the film make the turtles engaging?
2. How is the film structured?
3. What are the environmental issues shown in the film?
4. What happens to the turtles’ home?
5. Why does the screen go dark?
6. What is the effect of the ‘body copy’ (text on the screen at the end)? How does the layout make the message stand out?
7. Who is the target audience for this ad?
8. Who commissioned (paid for/created) the ad and why?

Text 2: Online article: Great Barrier Reef Project
Makeshift research fleet undertakes first Great Barrier Reef 'census' citizen science project, By Sharnie Kim. Posted Thursday 8 October 2020 at 6:02am
[image: ]A diverse range of boats are taking part in the Great Reef Census.
A flotilla of tourist boats, fishing vessels, and superyachts is conducting a world-first census of the Great Barrier Reef.
The surveys can be carried out by snorkellers and recreational divers. The images will be uploaded online for citizen scientists around the world to help analyse. Conservation group Citizens of the Great Barrier Reef has recruited more than 30 vessels to help survey up to 150 ecologically significant reefs, from the tip of Queensland down to Lady Elliot Island, over the next 10 weeks.
Chief executive Andy Ridley said a ‘sharing economy’ approach was the only way to obtain a big-picture snapshot of the health of the reef. ‘If you wanted to survey the reef you'd need a billion-dollar research fleet and this is a way of creating one out of the sum of all the parts,’ he said. ‘It's using every available asset that we can get our hands on — every tourism boat, every dive boat, every liveaboard, superyacht, white boat, research vessel, and island operation.’
Snorkellers and recreational divers can carry out the surveys, which involve swimming along a reef and taking a photograph every 10 metres. University of Queensland marine ecology professor Peter Mumby, who helped devise the survey, said it was aimed at identifying "priority reefs" that were key sources of coral larvae. ‘What we need is to find where are the reefs that are most important in driving recovery today,’ he said. ‘For that we need large-scale reconnaissance on as many reefs as possible. ‘Those priority reefs, once identified, could be then considered for alternative or maybe greater protection in the short term, to help safeguard that recovery process.’
[image: ]The simple survey method allows competent snorkellers to take part in the census
Three years in the making
Comprised of more than 4,000 individual reefs over a distance of 2,300 kilometres, the Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest reef system. Less than 5 per cent was regularly surveyed, and as much as 40 per cent had never been surveyed. Following the mass bleaching events of 2016 and 2017, Mr Ridley, Dr Mumby and Roger Beeden, a Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority director, discussed how the gap might be filled using existing assets that crisscross the reef.
[image: ]The idea for the Great Reef Census was born, and after a successful pilot last year, the project was officially launched today.
Peter Mumby and Andy Ridley helped come up with the idea for the census in 2017.
Dr Mumby said aerial surveys showed whether reefs had bleached, but not if they had recovered, and detailed in-water survey data was only kept on a relatively small number of reefs. ‘There's no way that scientists are able to keep tabs on a very large number of reefs,’ he said. ‘The sort of information we need isn't that complex and is well within the capabilities of most citizens, so this is a perfect match of an important task that can be undertaken by the public.’
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority chief scientist David Wachenfeld said given the increasing impacts of climate change, it was important to explore innovative approaches to managing the marine park. ‘As the traditional resources of science and marine park management become increasingly stretched, 'citizen science' approaches – such as the Great Reef Census – are growing in importance to help us maintain a spatially adequate and up-to-date information base for management,’ he said.
Citizens of the Great Barrier Reef hoped to further scale up the census in 2021 to reach 300 to 500 reefs by involving recreational boaties.
[image: ]Census organisers want to know more about the impacts of climate change and other disturbances on the reef.
'The reef is not dead'
The survey photographs will be uploaded online next month for citizen scientists around the world to help analyse.
Project science coordinator and James Cook University researcher Katie Chartrand said one of the goals was to get the public invested in the future of the reef.
‘Especially in these days of COVID, where people can't come see this beautiful iconic reef for themselves, it allows them to have an understanding or appreciation for the nuanced nature of the reef,’ she said.
‘We know some of it is quite damaged — some of it is still breathtaking and vibrant and healthy.’
[image: ] Cairns-based Dreamtime Dive and Snorkel is one of the boats taking part in the census.
Mr Ridley said many people around the world started believing the Great Barrier Reef was beyond saving after the mass bleaching events of 2016 and 2017. ‘I actually think they were damaging, not just for tourism, but for conservation as well, because if people think the reef is dead they have a tendency to give up,’ he said. He hoped the census would be on the vanguard of a 21st century approach to conservation whereby science, industry and grassroots participants collaborated on a new level to solve problems. 
Dr Mumby said the future of the reef required ‘concerted action’ on greenhouse gas emissions, but other actions such as reducing pollutants or trying to control crown-of-thorns starfish were also important. ‘We need both of those things in order to give the reef the future that we would like it to have,’ he said.
The Australian Government's Reef Trust and Great Barrier Reef Foundation, the Prior Family Foundation and the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre are funding the census.
Source: News.com.au
Questions for Text 2:
1. What is the main idea of the article? How does the headline attract attention?
2. What is a census?
3. Who can participate in the program?
4. Why is the ‘Great Reef Census’ so important?
5. What supporting data is provided in the article? What effect does this have on the reader?
6. Who are Peter Mumby and Andy Ridley? Why were they interviewed for the article?
7. Why can’t the reef just be surveyed from the air?
8. In what way is the program innovative?
9. How do the images support the main message of the article?
10. Why did the journalist make ‘The reef is not dead’ stand out?


Set 6: Questions for Evaluation
1. Both of these texts highlight how individuals can help support the environment. How have the authors used cinematic devices and language features to present this idea, evaluate the experience (directly or indirectly), and challenge the audience?
2. Compare the perspective of the two texts. How have the authors used written or visual elements to show their point of view? Are they trying to influence/persuade the audience? How do they want the readers/viewers to feel or act?
3. EVALUATE the two texts. Which is more effective at getting the message across, and why? Use persuasive & evaluative language to justify your answer.
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