
Academic 
Language

For Essays



Why Use Academic Language?

Academic language is the right kind of language to use in an 
essay. It is formal and professional and makes your essay 
sound impressive and polished – as though you know what 
you’re talk ing about! 

NOTE: this type of language is NOT for al l  s i tuations! 

• Essay

• Research paper

• Email to fr iend 

• Short story



Use full words, not contractions

Wrong: “It ’s obvious culture can’t be…”

Right: “It is obvious that culture cannot be…”

Wrong: “That ’s why loyalty & duty don’t…”

Right: “That is why loyalty and duty do not…”

Wrong: “E.g. Chi is seen as powerful, mysterious etc.”

Right: “For example, Chi is seen as powerful, mysterious, and so on.”



Use words, not numerals (under 100)

Wrong: “This is the 1st example…”

Right: “This is the first example…”

Wrong: “Mulan has 2 siblings…” 

Right: “Mulan has two siblings…”

Right: “There were around 200 soldiers…”



No slang or casual words

Wherever possible choose bigger and more formal words than you’d 
normally use, (as long as you stil l know what they mean). Don’t use 
multiple exclamation points.

Wrong: “Mulan’s dad rushed in and grabbed his knife!!!”

Right: “Mulan’s father hastened in and seized his sword.”

Wrong: “There are lots of reasons why things changed…”

Right: “There are many reasons why conditions varied…”



Use sophisticated transition words

Wrong: and, but, so

Right: in addition, however, consequently



Nominalise (turn 
verbs into nouns)

Wrong: Mulan was brave and she protected
the fami ly.

Right: Mulan’s bravery ensured the
protection of the family.

Wrong: Mushu failed to sense danger and this 
caused . . .

Right: Mushu’s failure to sense danger was 
the cause of.. .



Use 3rd person POV
Use the th i rd  person po int  o f  v iew (e .g .  ‘ he ,  she,  they ’ ) .  

Avo id  the  f i r s t  o r  second  person (e .g .  ‘ I ,  me,  you,  we,  
us ’ ) .

Wrong: I th ink  you can see f rom th i s . . .

Right: From th i s  i t  can be  seen . . .

Wrong: Th is  makes  us th ink . . .

Right:  Th is  makes  the  v iewer/the audience th ink . . .



Be unbiased and 
impersonal 
Try and  be ob jec t i ve .  S tate  f ac ts ,  no t  op in ions .

Wrong:  I  th ink th i s  po int  st inks ,  because. . .

Right:  Th is  po int  may not  be  accurate ,  
because. . .

Wrong:  In my opinion th i s  i s  the  only  good
examp le . . .

Right:  Th is  examp le  i s  worth consider ing . . .



Be specific 

Avoid vague generalisations - give an actual 
example.

Wrong:  We can learn something f rom th is .

Right:  What can be learned f rom th is  is  (x,  y).

Wrong: There are  many other examples…

Right: Another  example is  (x,  y).



Terminology

Use f i lm,  adaption,  version,  audience,  v iewer
etc .  Put  the  t i t le  of  the f i lm in i ta l ics  and the 
date  i t  was re leased in brackets .  

Wrong: In the old one ,  the  father… 

In the new movie ,  she is…

Right: In Mulan  (1998) ,  the 
father… 

In the 2020 adaption of  the 
legend of  Mulan…

In the cartoon version of 
the f i lm ,  the  characters…


