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Useful Quotes – To Kill A Mockingbird
(Use the context too)
Chapter 3 – “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view … until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”

Chapter 7 – “I tried to climb into Jem’s skin and walk around in it”
Chapter 9 - “Simply because we were licked 100 years before we start is no reason for us not to try to win”
Chapter 9 – “The main one is, if I didn't, I couldn't hold up my head in town, I couldn't represent this county in the legislature, I couldn't even tell you or Jem not to do something again”

Chapter 9 – “This time we aren’t fighting the Yankees, we’re fighting our friends. But remember this, no matter how bitter things get, they’re still our friends and this is still our home”
Chapter 9 - “Maycomb’s usual disease”

Chapter 9 – “Why reasonable people go stark raving mad when anything involving a Negro comes up, is something I don’t pretend to understand.”
Chapter 10 – “shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

Chapter 10 – “Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, the don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”
Chapter 11 - “Well, most folks seem to think they’re right and you’re wrong…” “They’re certainly entitled to think that, and they’re entitled to full respect for their opinions,” said Atticus, 139 “but before I can live with other folks I’ve got to live with myself. The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”

Chapter 11 – “You just be a gentleman, son”

Chapter 11 – “nigger-lover is just one of those terms that don’t mean anything … ignorant, trashy people use it when they think somebody’s favouring Negroes over and above themselves.” 

Chapter 11 – “I wanted you to see what real courage is instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand.”

Chapter 12 – “[Atticus] spends his time doing things that wouldn’t get done if nobody did them”
Chapter 12 – “Why, Atticus said they were absolute trash – I never heard Atticus talk about folks the way he talked about the Ewells.”

Chapter 15 – “…in favour of Southern womanhood as much as anybody, but not for preserving polite fiction at the expense of human life”

Chapter 16 – “A mob ’s always made up of people, no matter what.  Mr. Cunningham was part of a mob last night, but he was still a man.  Every mob in every little Southern town is always made up of people, you know – doesn’t say much for them, does it?”

Chapter 16 – “That proves something --- that a gang of wild animals can be stopped, simply because they’re still human.  Hmph, maybe we need a police force of children… you children last night made Walter Cunningham stand in my shoes for a minute.  That was enough.”

Chapter 16 – “around here once you have a drop of Negro blood, that makes you all black”

Chapter 16 – “They don’t belong anywhere. Coloured folks won’t have ’em because they’re half white; white folks won’t have ’em ’cause they’re coloured, so they’re just in-betweens, don’t belong anywhere.”

Chapter 17 – “Ewells live as guests of the county … no public health officer could free them from congenital defects, various worms, and the diseases indigenous to filthy surroundings.”

Chapter 20 – “Cry about the hell white people give coloured folks, without even stopping to think that they’re people, too”

Chapter 20 – “my pity does not extend so far as to her putting a man’s life at stake, which she has done in an effort to get rid of her own guilt”

Chapter 20 – “she has merely broken a ridged and time-honoured code of our society…she tried to put the evidence of her offence away from her…she must put Tom Robinson away from her”

Chapter 20 – “I would not have you go along with the assumption that all Negroes lie, that all Negroes are basically immoral beings.”

Chapter 20 – “our courts are the great levellers and in our courts all men are created equal”

Chapter 21 – “well we’re making a step – it’s just a baby step, but it’s a step”

Chapter 23 – “Jem, see if you can stand in Bob Ewell’s shoes a minute. I destroyed his last shred of credibility at that trial, if he had any to begin with. The man had to have some kind of comeback, his kind always does. So if spitting in my face and threatening me saved Mayella Ewell one extra beating, that’s something I’ll gladly take”

Chapter 23 – “Because – he – is – trash.”

Chapter 23 – “The thing about it is, our kind of folks don’t like the Cunninghams, the Cunninghams don’t like the Ewells and the Ewells hate and despise the coloured folks.” 

Chapter 23 – “If there’s just one kind of folks, why can’t they get along with each other? If they’re all alike, why do they go out of their way to despise each other?...I think I’m beginning to understand why Boo Radley’s stayed shut up in the house all this time…It’s because he wants to stay inside.”
Chapter 25 – “because they don’t bother you” – about why not to mash the roly poly

Chapter 25 – “Typical of a nigger to cut and run … Nigger always comes out in ‘em”

Chapter 25 – “He likened Tom’s death to the senseless slaughter of song birds”

Chapter 25 – “Tom was a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed”

Chapter 26 - “Over here we don't believe in persecuting anybody. Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced.”

Chapter 26 – “But that ain’t no cause to persecute ‘em. They’re white, ain’t they?”

Chapter 26 – “how can anyone hate Hitler so bad and then turn around and be ugly about folks right at home”

Chapter 30 -  “Mr Finch, taking the one man who’s done you and this town a great service an’ dragging’ him with his shy ways into the limelight – to me, that’s a sin.”

Chapter 30 – “I can’t live one way in town and another way in my home”

Chapter 30 – “Well, it’d be sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird, wouldn’t it.”

Chapter 31 – “Atticus was right, you never know a man until you stand in his shoes and walk around in them. Just standing on the Radley porch was enough.”

