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Poetry Choice Text Assignment 
Use the two poems I have chosen, The Night Mail and The Eagle, to choose meaningful poetic techniques and consider how the poet is using them to aim at his audience.
Question: How do the poets of The Eagle and The Night Mail use techniques to effect and communicate with the audience? 

You will be writing a text in your choice of styles (letter, interview) of maximum 800 words to your chosen audience (Granny, poet). It is important to consider what your audience’s context is and your reason for writing. What style of writing would suit the audience and the purpose? What situation would you write this text in? Who are you (you might be another poet or a podcaster)?
Each paragraph/section should contain:

1) 
The techniques under discussion – use a quote if possible
2) 
A detailed explanation of the effects of these techniques on the audience. Is the poet trying to add detail and depth to their message or impact the emotions of the audience? Talk about the audience’s context and the poet’s context and purpose. Explain links with ideas in detail.

Common Uses of Techniques:
· Figures of Speech (metaphors, similes, personification) - can be used to illustrate or build a clear picture of what the poet is saying – so it makes the message more powerful to the reader.
· Alliteration/assonance – can be used to create sounds of things described (e.g. sea) or make the line stand out to emphasise a point. Or it can just be attractive and catchy.
· Repetition of ideas or words – can be for emphasis of an idea or an attractive sound effect.
· Symbology – is a deeper meaning for the reader to word out – adds feeling of personal discovery/achievement – also expands on an idea in the text
· Allusions (links to other texts) - adds meaning of the other text to what they are saying – thus saying more in less words. Adds depth to the work.
· Rhythm – pattern of stresses and beat evokes mood/tone/feeling/sound of subject or creates a sound effect that attracts the reader. If using, emphasise mood and link to ideas.
· Rhyme – attractive sound effect to make the reader appreciate the poem. This is not the same as rhythm, nor is it linked in any way. 

