Participles
· A participle is a type of verb 
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There are officially three types of participles: past, present and perfect. However you can use similar phrases in a future tense.
Past: 

Past participle phrases have an –ed ending on the verb part.  
e.g.: 
a) Winded by his strenuous run, Jim staggered off to get a drink.

[image: image2.jpg]



b) The horse jumped the fence and cantered around the field, spooked by the plastic bag.
Present:  

Present participle phrases have a –ing ending on the verb part.

e.g.:
a) Jumping on the trampoline, Gwendoline did a flip in mid air.
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b) Singing loudly, Harry went steadily redder in the face. 

Future:
The people in future participle phrases are always about to do something…

e.g.:
a) About to scream, Jill clapped a hand over her mouth.


b) Boris scrabbled desperately at the rocks and plants along the edge, about to fall off the cliff.
Perfect:
Perfect participle phrases indicate a completed action. They always involve having been/done/read… etc.

e.g.: 
a) Having been to China, Aunty Danielle was appreciative of home.


b) Aunty Danielle was most appreciative of home, having been in China for 6 weeks.


b) Having smelt the cheese, Sam decided not to eat it.

Things to Note about Participles:
1) You don’t have to put them at the start!
2) A sentence using a participle will always have two parts, divided by a comma. This is because the participle phrase is always adding more information about the main sentence.
3) The other half of a sentence with a participle phrase ALWAYS starts with the main noun (person or thing) of the sentence. E.g. Gwendoline, Jim, the horse, Boris, Aunty Danielle. 


