Year 12 Recount Writing Tips
Things You Could Include to Make it Interesting
· Description – of things you are trying to emphasise i.e. how big a building is or how smelly a dog is.

· Description to show something – a simile to show how large the great white was or to emphasise the loneliness of a setting.

· Description of your setting – especially setting mood
· Characterisation

· Use of individual voices for characters

· Metaphors/similes/personification – the above is a good place to use these

· Use of punctuation like … or ! or CAPITALS to lend meaning

· Rhetorical questions

· Emotive words

· Adjectives

· Good/appropriate word choices (i.e. the cat sat on the mat = the fierce black cat sprawled insolently on the worn mat)

· Connotations – he was a shark

· The 5 senses

· Short sentences to build tension

· Short paragraphs to build tension

· Onomatopoeia

· Alliteration

· Repetition

· Allusions or quotes
Planning

· Audience/context – who are you writing to and why?

· Setting – where, when; how can you use the setting to tell the audience about the theme or plot; how can you get across a mood to the audience?
· Theme – what issue, topical subject do you want to address; how can you use the plot and characters to tell the audience about the message?
· Plot – dot points of events; how can you use the plot to tell the audience about the theme; to interest the audience and keep their attention; to tell the audience about your characters
· Character - personality/character


- physical traits


- likes/dislikes/hobbies/habits


- interaction with other characters


- internal conflicts – a past that effects them/something they need to learn/change

How can you use the characters to tell the audience about the message/theme; to tell the audience about what is happening (plot elements)

· Symbols?
