A speech by the first Prime Minister of Israel, David Ben Gurion to the United Nations.

“Not all Jews in Europe were exterminated: out of 9,270,000 Jews who lived in continental Europe in 1939-some 3,000,000 have remained alive (including Jews in U.S.S.R.). Out of 3,250,000 Jews in Poland 150,000, out of 850,000 in Roumania 300,000, out of 360,000 in Czechoslovakia 33,000, and so on. Hundreds of thousands of these survivors are still in camps, in that same Germany, surrounded by the murderers of their people, surrounded by the same hatred as under Hitler. In a Gallop Poll recently taken by the American Military authorities in the American Zone of Germany, 60% of the Germans approached approved of the massacre of the Jews by Hitler, 14% condemned the murders, 26% were "neutral." The Jews do not want to stay where they are. They want to regain their human dignity, their homeland, they want a reunion with their kin in Palestine after having lost their dearest relatives. To them, the countries of their birth are a graveyard of their people. They do not wish to return there and they cannot. They want to go back to their national home…”

David Ben Gurion in the official records of the second session of the General Assembly of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine held at the Y.M.C.A. building, Jerusalem, Palestine, Friday, 4 July 1947, at 9.30 a.m.
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