Reading Skills Practise:

Out of the Dust - Background
The book starts in 1934, in America, which was during the Great Depression. Here’s a brief history of how the depression came about, some of its problems and how it was resolved:

How it started
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The 1920s were called the “prosperity decade”. The emphasis was on getting rich and enjoying new fads, new inventions, and new ideas. People abandoned traditional values as saving, postponing pleasures and purchases, and buying only what they needed. They bought whatever they liked and enjoyed excess. Income was also distributed very unevenly, and the portion going to the wealthiest Americans grew larger as the decade proceeded. People who were already rich and business owners had tax cuts (had to pay less) while the workers were paid pittance and had very few pay rises. 
This brought about growth in the stock market – with rich people being able to buy more and more shares in companies. The poorer people believed everyone could become rich on the stock market and bought shares ‘on margin’ – or on credit – believing they would pay for themselves in the end. 

Eventually there was so much spending off the stock market too that no one (especially those getting paid pittance) could buy anything else. This led to ‘credit’. People could buy it now and pay later. This in turn led to consumers going into debt that was impossible to pay back. As a result, the stock market crashed in October 1929. After that, many rich people (who had gambled all their money on the stock market) ended up losing everything – and the poor (who had done the same) were even worse off. 





Crowd gathering on Wall Street after

the 1929 crash.
During the Depression
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The plight of farmers, who had already been in a depression since 1920, worsened. Already low prices for their goods fell by 50 percent between 1929 and 1932. While many people went hungry because they had no money for food, surplus crops couldn’t be sold for a profit.
Beginning in Arkansas in 1930, a severe drought spread across the Great Plains through the middle of the decade. Once-productive topsoil turned to dust that was carried away by strong winds, piling up in drifts against houses and barns. Parts of Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and Colorado became known as the Dust Bowl, as the drought destroyed the livelihood of hundreds of thousands of small farmers. Many families lost their homes and farms after the land became so barren that nothing could grow. 
The End of the Depression

The depression was a problem in America right up until World War 2 started in 1939. The American government started buying ships, weapons and all sorts of artillery for defence. With their financial issues over, America entered the war late in 1941 – just in time to help win it. 
Reflecting on Texts:

· Variety of textual formats
1. What does the graph tell you about the reaction of the market to the crash of 1929? Be as detailed as you can, using all the information available.
· Advantages and disadvantages of methods of communication

2. The first paragraph of the text proper uses 2 less formal words.
a) Identify them AND state what impact their use here has on the way the text might be read.
b) Is this an effective use of language for an information text and why do you say so?
· Tone and attitude
3. In the first section of the text there are several uses of brackets.
What does their use do to the tone of the text?
· Understanding from outside text and hypothesising on ideas in texts 
4. Use your knowledge of America to hypothesise on why people are gathered in Wall Street in the picture.
5. Using evidence, hypothesise who had it hardest during the Great Depression.
