Year 11 Narrative or Descriptive Writing

Assignment

Choose one of the two styles of writing explained below and write a piece of writing up to 800 words long on a subject of your choice. Please do a thorough plan and a rough copy. Remember you are marked on:

Knowledge and Understanding
· KU2
Knowledge and understanding of language features, stylistic features, and conventions to make meaning – deliberate choices of language techniques and structure that can be used to get a message across to the audience. For narrative also good characters and themes.
· KU3
Knowledge and understanding of ways in which texts are created for a range of purposes and audiences – deliberate choices of language techniques and structure that can help entertain and make the story more interesting for the audience. For narrative also good characters and themes.
Application

· Ap1
Precision, fluency, and coherence of writing and speaking – includes using best words for the spot to get what you are trying to say across, language style clear and enjoyable to read. For narrative whole story structure flows and ending is satisfying.
· Ap2
Use of appropriate language features, stylistic features, and conventions for a range of audiences and purposes – expert use of language techniques and structure to help entertain and make the story more interesting for the audience. For narrative also good characters and themes. Entertainment factor can be helped by originality and creativity.
This basically means you are marked on the crafting of your writing. You need to be as original as you can in subject and writing style. For narrative use structural techniques like 2 intertwined stories, circular plot, flashback, dreams, different styles of writing within the writing i.e. a newspaper article or letter to further the plot and different character’s points of view.
Narrative – Telling a story to entertain and inform the reader. The structure includes orientation (setting), outline of problems or complications, rising tension and a resolution, where all the loose ends tie up. You should plan your plot, setting, characters and themes (issues or lessons for the reader). You also need to think about the words you use to create the mood and describe things. Remember to use metaphors, similes and personification. When writing about a character, remember to include their feelings in situations and develop your character and keep them believable and realistic.
Descriptive Writing

This has similarities to narrative writing because a good narrative should include description but descriptive writing doesn’t need to tell a story. It could be the setting of a story or a description of characters. It needs to include description using all the 5 senses plus describe emotions/reactions of people, be detailed, try to create a mood by using emotive words/adjectives and use similes, metaphors and personification. You can use the idea below or your own.

Describe 4 visitors, each one worse than the last (or you could go the other way). You should set up the story with a paragraph explaining why you are having visitors first. It should be easy to see the gradation in the characters. Don’t just describe what they look like, remember their personality too. Show their personality through the things they do and say or what they are associated with. The description should be 85 – 90% of the writing – you could highlight it to see if you have achieved this.
