To Kill A Mockingbird Student Notes
Question: How does Lee use the language and stylistic features of her novel to fulfil her purpose or appeal to the audience and their context?
Context, Audience and Purpose
Context – the 2 contexts (setting in 30s and writing in turbulent change of 50s) effective in getting message (purpose) across (makes book “endearing and enduring” to audience) – 30s creates a nostalgic tone looking back on a more serene time, while the 50s prompts the criticism in the book (see Persuasive techniques) (fast talking video 2). 
Historical

· Slavery, especially prevalent in the more rural south because farming ‘required’ slaves, effected attitudes to African Americans, along with the civil war. Racism and other prejudice (a theme) is what Lee is undermining in this book.
1930s/Author’s context in childhood
· The Great Depression forms the setting to the story, in the 30s. Time of hardship gives opportunity to discuss problems of that time that audience can apply to themselves. Removed from audience by 1 generation only – close to home but removed enough not to offend audience by saying, “you are horrible racists”.
· The Ku Klux Klan was a racist secret society that committed atrocities against African Americans or their sympathisers. For example, lynching of African Americans (execution, especially by hanging, without a trial) was far too common in the south. The Klan were largely unchallenged because of systemic racism. The basic issue of racism or any prejudice is the inability to see things from others’ perspectives. This links to the themes of prejudice/racism and walking in another’s shoes.
· An incident that Harper Lee drew on in writing the book was the false accusation of 9 African American lads by two white women of raping them. They were all hitching rides on trains to find work during the Depression. The lads were not given a fair trial until much later, after they had spent years in prison for nothing, and then they were all acquitted. This helped her choose her plot events to make them resonate with audience. Also meant her themes are in audience’s minds promoting her purpose.
· Gender issues of the 30s used to reflect on what is appropriate - theme
Civil Rights Movement/Author’s context at time of writing – 50s

· Rosa Parks, who refused to give up her bus seat for a white person, leading the Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by Martin Luther King, and the murder of Emmett Till were turning points in the Civil Rights Movement. Emmett Till was murdered by the relatives of a woman he wolf whistled. His mutilated body was displayed at his funeral by his mother to stir up sympathy. Also lots of other stuff. This was the time Lee chose to write on the ‘coattails’ of such events. This helped her choose her plot events to make them resonate with audience. Also meant her themes are in audience’s minds promoting her purpose.
Audience and Purpose :

The original audience were Americans, especially white, in the 60s. Harper Lee’s aim was to help the Civil Rights Movement by convincing people who were ready to hear that tolerance and equality were the rights of African Americans. The book continues to be convincing and help people think through these issues today, not just in the context of African American suffering but of other racial situations or types of prejudice. In Australia, many people need to think differently about the Aboriginal people. 

Language and Form
Conventions and Stylistic Features
Themes -  all fulfil purpose by communicating the problems with prejudice and how to end it in society, with knowledge, justice and compassion.
· Coexistence of good and evil

· Racism and other prejudices – racism can be linked to African Americans’ context - experience of “2 identities” (fast talking video 2)

· Courage – Mrs Dubose and Atticus, the ‘hero’

· Gender issues in 30s (context) (both fast talking videos)

· Class (social and racial) issues (fast talking video 2)
The Title: link to motif of mockingbirds in book (purpose). Title is from a quote in the book, “it is a sin to kill a mockingbird”. 
Narrative Perspective :

The story is told in the first person by Scout. Unusually it is the adult Scout reconstructing memories from when she was 6-9 years old, which gives the narrative a unique perspective. You can tell the story is mainly told by an adult as it is very perceptive and draws out the important lessons in a sophisticated and complex way. However, you can tell that the adult is relying on a child’s memories and understanding when describing some incidents like the time Scout inadvertently dissuaded the Cunninghams from killing Tom Robinson by being innocently friendly to Mr Cunningham. Another time this perspective is clear is when the adult Scout says that she didn’t realise until later that Atticus actually meant her to overhear his conversation with Uncle Jack about how he hopes his children will not judge African Americans just because they are black skinned.  She also needs to have what is going on with the trial explained and, unlike Jem, comes to the conclusion that, “all folks are folks”. Audience both drawn in and convinced by writing and this fulfils purpose.
Form Conventions of a novel:
· Character development – links to theme of Scout/Jem growing up and therefore fulfils purpose
· Narrative structure - orientation, complications, climaxes and resolution – links to 30s and 50s context as plot events chosen to reflect the audience’s experiences.
Genre and Gothic Elements
Main genre classification would be Southern Gothic novel. Link to gothic elements in story. 
· Monsters (racism, violence)

· ‘Knight’ hero figure (Atticus)
· Innocent victims (Tom, Mayella)

· ‘decayed’ settings and ‘deformed’ characters (Tom’s and Jem’s arms, Atticus’ age and eyes, Mrs Dubose’ mouth)
This can be linked to purpose as it adds weight to Lee’s message and audience as it makes the story interesting. 
· Another option for genre is Coming of Age story. Link to theme of growing up and therefore purpose.
Language and Stylistic Features
Use of Descriptions – for example the extract below uses similes, metaphors, personifications, alliteration and adjectives. Relates to audience because it makes it more interesting.
Maycomb was an old town, but it was a tired old town when I first knew it.  In rainy weather the streets turned to red slop; grass grew on sidewalks, the courthouse sagged in the square.  Somehow, it was hotter then: a black dog suffered on a summer's day; bony mules hitched to Hoover carts flicked flies in the sweltering shade of the live oaks on the square.  Men's stiff collars wilted by nine in the morning.  Ladies bathed before noon, after their three-o'clock naps, and by nightfall were like soft teacakes with frostings of sweat and sweet talcum.
Tone (emotional attitude of narrator/author) – the narrator is matter-of-fact. She seemingly is distanced from the events she describes. She is acting like a judge who sums up the case but doesn’t make the decisions of condemning or commending. We are her jury and it is left to us to decide what is right and what is wrong. This effects reaction of audience and helps with purpose. See also Persuasive Techniques.
Persuasive Techniques – how does Lee persuade? It is not by exciting the audience. It is by convincing them on a moral and intellectual level. That is not to say that the audience doesn’t feel anger at the behaviour of some citizens toward others. Anger is generated by the very calmness and matter-of-factness of the tone. It is because the author seems so unconcerned about the injustices she so calmly describes that the audience’s anger is further provoked as the seeming indifference. Also themes, motifs, symbols, parables and foreshadowings that all add to our understanding of the point she is making (purpose). See also Tone.
Mood or Atmosphere (feeling evoked in the reader) is controlled and relaxed, evoking an almost floating sensation in the mind. The relaxed mood is supported by Scout’s childish views, slang in conversations and the use of realistic dialogue but the text has an old fashioned formality about its morals and attitudes. Effects audience reaction.
Creation of Mood or Atmosphere (tense and confused):

An example is where Scout is in the ham suit and she and Jem are attacked by Bob Ewell (old book pg 265 – 266; 350-351 in brown cover). Adjectives and adverbs - “softly”, “unhurried, flat toneless”, “soft”, “steadily” - are used here in building of tension and short sentences are used to build the scene to a climax. Shadows and sounds only are described on pg 266/351 because Scout is unable to see and the confused atmosphere and narrative style reflects Scout’s confusion. This is effective in communicating with and influencing the audience’s reactions. 
Symbols and Motifs -  can all be linked to purpose in the same way as themes as they add to the understanding of the theme:

· Mockingbirds and Jaybirds – useful and harmless e.g. Tom Robinson, Boo Radley vs destructive members of society e.g. Bob Ewell, Stephanie Crawford
· Plugged up tree– loss of innocence and opportunity. The tree contained the presents from Boo but his mean spirited brother cemented the hole up. Boo’s life is like this, curtailed and repressed by his father and later, his older brother.

· Boo (the monster) – the imaginary monster, Boo, is the embodiment of the fears of the people in his society about those who are different from them in some way. They infuse all their fear of the unknown into their hatred for all who don’t conform.

· Names of characters – see Mrs Brown’s PowerPoint. These names emphasise relevant characteristics, strengthening purpose – to communicate Lee’s message.
Foreshadowing
· The fire (including the melted snowman) – points forward to Tom’s trial and death (effects of prejudice in society)
· The mad dog – points forward to Tom’s trial and death (effects of prejudice in society see Parable of Chapter 10)
· The presents in the tree – points to Arthur Radley being kind and not a monster really.
Adds to understanding of themes again so linked to purpose.
Parable of Chapter 10

Tim Johnson, the mad dog represents the madness and evil of prejudice in a society and “one shot Finch” has the answer – compassion, knowledge and justice. This strengthens Lee’s point, the communication of which is her purpose.
Language of Characters

· Use of racist terms for African Americans – link to context of 30s – creates realism for audience’s understanding of events
· For others see Mrs Brown’s PowerPoint
