	‘A’ Grade Writing Skills


‘QUESTION’: Explain how poets use poetic techniques to effect and communicate with their audiences.
INTRODUCTION

· Begin with an overview of your text. (Avoid such waffle as flattering the skills of the author etc. because empty words that do not directly help answer the question lose marks). 
	You can show your skill immediately by using one of the key words in your first sentence or by using a suitable very brief quotation from the text, integrated within your own sentence. 


	Here are some examples of how to integrate quotations:
· “Small and quick” George is presented by Steinbeck as a complete contrast to his friend, the lumbering and “shapeless” Lennie.... 
· As the Inspector says, “We don't live alone” and this is an important message Priestley gives his audience...
· Perhaps Agard also wants his reader to “come back tomorrow” with a different attitude towards those they might feel are in any way different from themselves.


· In your overview tell briefly what your text is about in general terms (e.g. 'war...') and more specifically (e.g. 'how soldiers suffered in the trench warfare of 1916'). 
· Now tell what you feel the author’s purpose was in writing the text and what motivated him or her to write it (e.g. 'Owen wanted to highlight the horrors of a war that seemed to be going nowhere except to cause more and more suffering and the pitiful degradation of soldiers'). 
BODY PARAGRAPHS USING AN EXAMPLE: P.E.E.C. (POINT - EXAMPLE – EXPLAIN - CONCLUDE)

This example is based on the poem Stealing by Carol Ann Duffy. Used consistently and well, the P.E.E.C. method will gain you the highest grades available:
1. First make a relevant statement or point about the text that helps directly answer the essay question. Always introduce or explain the point if necessary.
· As you start each paragraph of your essay, ask yourself: is this relevant and helping to answer the essay question in a clear way?
· Each paragraph does no more than support and comment upon a single main point. 
	What fascinates me about many of Duffy's poems is the unusual style she uses. It is so different from many other poems I have read on my GCSE course. An example of this is in her poem, Stealing. Right from the start of the poem she begins in a very 'unpoetic' conversational tone:


2. Next provide solid as evidence from the text itself to support your point (keep quotations short and put them inside quotation marks.)
· Make sure that you choose quotations that are clear examples that support the point you are making and allow meaningful discussion
	“The most unusual thing I ever stole? A snowman.”


3. Finally, say what your evidence shows. For example, how it affects the reader, why the author might have chosen to use it at this point in this particular text and how it contributes to the whole text. This part of your analysis gains most marks as it allows you to look as deeply into the author's methods and intentions as your knowledge, powers of insight and time will allow.

· At all costs avoid 'retelling' the story: this wastes time and space and gains no marks. Only analysis gains marks
	This style of writing catches the reader's attention easily and quickly because it stands out as different. The reader just wants to read on: after all, who would steal a snowman? Duffy writes in a style that almost allows the reader to 'hear' the young person's voice. The words Duffy chooses and the way she structures these two sentences with the second a short 'minor' sentence makes the poem look and sound unusual. 


4. Conclude paragraphs by summarising your point again or linking to the next paragraph.

CONCLUSION

· Restate, in a different form, your opening argument and give a brief list of the major points you have made along with a comment about the wider implications and relevance of what you have found.
(Based on: http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/mainguides/analysis.htm)
